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AN EXPERIMENT by Brocks, Church, and Fraser (1986) was replicated
at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. Videotapes were made in which an
opposite-sex interviewer gave instructions to a male or female model who
remained silent and reciprocated eye contact for either 5 s or 45 s of the 60-s
interview, The video camera was aimed over the head of the interviewer
toward the face of the mode!. Videotapes were observed by 36 male and 47
female undergraduate students, who evaluated the model on a rating form
containing 11 bipolar adjectives arranged on a 7-point scale. Subjects were
randomly assigned to view one of the four videotapes, with an approximate-
ly equal number of subjects in each experimental condition.

Factor analysis of the rating form with principal components solution
and varimax rotation identified three factors with eigenvalues > 1, explain-
ing 66.8% of the variance. Factor 1 (strong, ambitious, assertive, domi-
nant, competent, independent, leader, aggressive) was a potency dimension
similar to the one employed by Brooks et al. (1986), Factor 2 was labeled
muature-efficient, and Factor 3 was labeled atiractive. Analyses of variance
(ANOVAs) were computed on the three factors with a 2 x 2 x 2 (Subject
Sex x Model Sex x Gaze) factorial design. A significant main effect for
gaze on Factor 1, F(l, 75) = 19.2, p < .0001, indicated that models were
evaluated as being more potent when they engaged in high (M = 4.08) ver-
sus low (M = 3.14) levels of eye contact. There were no other significant
main effects or interactions on Factor 1. A significant main effect for gaze
on Factor 2, F{1, 73) = 9.69, p < .008, indicated that models were eval-
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uvated 23 being more matisrc-eificlent whan ihey cngsg
arsus low (M = 3.92) levels of eye contaci. There were no ot Enificant

in cffects or inieractions on FL.-LO; 2. A significaiit main cifect {or model
sex oni Factor 3, F(1, 75) == 401, | 0008 indicated that female modeks
were evalusied as being more at.‘r:&zt; o than male models (Ms = 5,57 v,
3.97, vespectively). There wore 1o other sianificant main effects or interac-
tions on Factor 2,

This =tiudy repleaies the resulzs of Brooks et al. (19885, with a refingd
vaiing form defined by facior a 2 cormesponds ~with conclusions
of two major reviews of research literature indicating that peegle are evalo-
ated o favorsbly whar they engage in high Tevels of 2ye contact in a con-
threstenin : nierzction (Klainks, 192 ‘-,’6: We hlm %, 1988, The present data
can be pui itito a broader perspective by vzecenizing gazing i Wosteri so-
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ciety a8 a means of comminnicating iminedizcy and open fidl i7
volvement (Burgoon: & Tale, 1984).
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